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Inputs to SBSTA/SBI 51 conclusions

Workshop reports prepared by the secretariat:

✓ Methods and approaches for assessing adaptation, 

adaptation co-benefits and resilience (FCCC/SB/2019/1)

✓ Improved soil carbon, soil health and soil fertility under 

grassland and cropland as well as integrated systems, 

including water management (FCCC/SB/2019/2)

Views presented by Parties during consideration of these workshop 

reports at SB51





A summary of forward looking Parties’ views with respect to methods and 

approaches for assessing adaptation…

Methodological framework

✓ Parties, constituted bodies, the IPCC, relevant United Nations 

organizations and other relevant stakeholders in close 

collaboration under the guidance of the subsidiary bodies could 

develop a global methodological framework comprising metrics 

and indicators for measuring adaptation, adaptation co-benefits 

and resilience in the agriculture sector. 

Methods

✓ Take stock of the existing methods and approaches for assessing 

adaptation, adaptation co-benefits and resilience for identifying 

gaps. The secretariat to prepare a technical report for 

consideration by the SBs.



A summary of forward looking Parties’ views with respect to methods and 

approaches for assessing adaptation…

Data & reporting

✓ Global-level reporting could be facilitated by using universal 

indicators for measuring the outcomes and impacts of adaptation 

projects in the agriculture sector across funds.

✓ Need to promote synergy of reporting requirements under the 

main international agendas (i.e. the Paris Agreement, 2030 Agenda 

and Sendai Framework)

✓ The importance of systematic national data collection covering all 

aspects of adaptation and resilience

✓ Development of criteria at the project-design level and indicators 

at the project-output level allows for further harmonization of 

reporting. 



A summary of forward looking Parties’ views with respect to methods and 

approaches for assessing adaptation…

Knowledge sharing/Capacity building

✓ To enhance mechanisms for knowledge-sharing among Parties 

and stakeholders and to strengthen capacity-building, technology 

transfer and financial flows for supporting the design and 

implementation of national multilevel monitoring and evaluation 

systems.

✓ Providing guidance through the COP to the appropriate 

constituted bodies and Financial Mechanism entities on capacity-

building for and technology transfer to developing countries.

Support

✓ Facilitate international cooperation and support with regard to 

financial resources and capacity-building for tracking adaptation, 

adaptation co-benefits and resilience in order to enhance 

implementation of NDCs, NAPs and climate policies.

✓ Support in the formulation of project proposals, including defining 

the climate rationale for adaptation activities in the face of 

uncertainty and aligning national priorities with fund objectives





A summary of forward looking Parties’ views with respect to Improved 

soil carbon, soil health and soil fertility …

Work on soils undertaken by organizations and bodies

✓ Participants appreciated the existing integrated work on soils 

undertaken by organizations and bodies and encouraged them to 

do more, in particular the constituted bodies under the 

Convention.

Synergies

✓ Improving soil carbon, soil health and soil fertility presents a great 

opportunity for realizing synergies between the UNFCCC, CBD, 

UNCCD and the SDGs. The most can be achieved from the KJWA 

by working with partners and international agencies.

Policy recommendations

✓ The KJWA to consider policies and measures and formulate policy 

recommendations that would help with implementing climate 

action in the agriculture sector (building on existing plans such as 

NDCs and national adaptation plans).



A summary of forward looking Parties’ views with respect to Improved 

soil carbon, soil health and soil fertility …

Adaptation and mitigation measures

✓ The KJWA presents an opportunity to update national adaptation 

and mitigation measures and goals in agriculture as well as to 

determine the mitigation potential of the agriculture sector while 

ensuring food security in the changing climate.

Methodologies

✓ A need for more standardized methodologies for soil carbon 

measurement and the assessment of co-benefits of soil carbon 

sequestration to measure effects 

✓ A coordinated and consistent approach to developing quantified 

baselines for soil carbon and for identifying other tools and 

methods for improving soil management could be explored under 

the KJWA.

✓ Further research is needed, but enough is already known about ‘no 

regrets’ options for improving soil carbon, soil health and soil 

fertility to enable actors to advance to implementing activities and 

catalyzing action.



A summary of forward looking Parties’ views with respect to Improved 

soil carbon, soil health and soil fertility …

Data & uncertainty

✓ The need for further data collection and research to quantify the 

co-benefits.

✓ Uncertainty regarding soil carbon sequestration potential should 

not prevent all relevant actors from improving soil management.

Knowledge sharing/Capacity building

✓ Knowledge-sharing was considered important and should involve 

farmers and indigenous communities.

Farmers

✓ Farmers must be at the center of considerations under the KJWA, 

including in all discussions and decision-making.



A summary of forward looking Parties’ views with respect to Improved 

soil carbon, soil health and soil fertility …

Support

✓ The KJWA, constituted bodies under the Convention and financing 

entities could facilitate the scaled-up mobilization, access to and 

actual provision of means of implementation, including through 

technology transfer and capacity-building, for soil and water 

management for developing countries.

✓ Support could be provided to countries under the KJWA for 

creating jurisdictional baselines for soil carbon that are combined 

with regional emission factors to determine changes in soil carbon 

content.

✓ Recognition of soil carbon sequestration in carbon markets.





SB 51: KJWA conclusions – para 3

3. Having considered the workshop report on topic 2(b), the SBSTA 

and the SBI recognized that various tools are available for assessing 

and monitoring adaptation and its co-benefits, but existing tools 

could benefit from further adjustment and new tools could be 

developed for country-specific circumstances, while taking into 

consideration the importance of sharing best practices among 

countries and other stakeholders and the important role of science, 

technology and capacity-building in facilitating data collection and 

adaptation assessment.
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SB 51: KJWA conclusions – para 3

3. Having considered the workshop report on topic 2(b), the SBSTA 

and the SBI recognized that 

various tools are available for assessing and monitoring adaptation 

and its co-benefits, 

but existing tools could benefit from further adjustment and 

new tools could be developed for country-specific circumstances,

while taking into consideration 

the importance of sharing best practices among countries and other 

stakeholders and 

the important role of science, technology and capacity-building in 

facilitating data collection and adaptation assessment.



SB 51: KJWA conclusions – para 4

4. Having considered the workshop report on topic 2(c), the SBSTA 

and the SBI also recognized that issues relating to soil carbon, soil 

health and soil fertility as well as sustainable soil and integrated 

water management are context-specific and, taking into account 

countries’ circumstances, should be dealt with in a holistic and 

inclusive manner to realize the full potential of increased 

productivity in contributing to food security, adaptation and 

adaptation co-benefits as well as enhancing carbon sinks.
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SB 51: KJWA conclusions – para 4

4. Having considered the workshop report on topic 2(c), the SBSTA 

and the SBI also recognized that 

issues relating to soil carbon, soil health and soil fertility as well as 

sustainable soil and integrated water management are context-

specific and, 

taking into account countries’ circumstances, 

should be dealt with in a holistic and inclusive manner to realize the 

full potential of increased productivity in contributing to 

food security, 

adaptation and adaptation co-benefits as well as 

enhancing carbon sinks.



SB 51: KJWA conclusions – para 5

5. The SBSTA and the SBI invited Parties to consider relevant 

policies, actions and measures, including national plans and 

strategies, that would help with implementing the activities referred 

to in paragraphs 3 and 4 above.

5. The SBSTA and the SBI invited Parties to

consider 

relevant policies, actions and measures, including national plans 

and strategies, 

that would help with implementing the activities referred to in 

paragraphs 3 and 4 above.



SB 51: KJWA conclusions – para 6

6. The SBSTA and the SBI encouraged the continued involvement of 

constituted bodies and financing entities in the Koronivia joint work 

on agriculture, highlighting the potential of creating interlinkages 

that lead to enhanced action and improvements in implementation.

6. The SBSTA and the SBI encouraged 

the continued involvement of 

constituted bodies and financing entities 

in the Koronivia joint work on agriculture, 

highlighting the potential of creating interlinkages that lead to 

enhanced action and improvements in implementation.



Quo vadis Koronivia?

Where are you going Koronivia?

Henryk Sienkiewicz (1846 – 1916) 

was a Polish journalist, novelist 

and Nobel Prize laureate. He is 

best remembered for his 

internationally known best-

seller Quo Vadis. 



What could be the outcome of the KJWA (post 2020)?

No 

tangible 

outcome

Enhancement 

of existing 

programmes

New 

programme

KJWA outcome

(post 2020)

Tangible 

outcome

Where are you Koronivia now (post SB 51) ?

Something 

undefined 

yet?



How to ensure that the ASEAN countries will benefit from the outcome of 

the KJWA?

Koronivia results and possible implementation in SE Asia will 

depend on the ASEAN countries inputs to the process

You have the power to shape the Koronivia

outcome/implementation in SE Asia



Thank you

wsgalinski@gmail.com



The use of verbs in the UNFCCC

Forward looking verbs

The COP requests the SBSTA and SBI / the secretariat

The COP invites Parties to submit …

The SBSTA initiated an exchange of views …

The SBI and the SBSTA initiated the KJWA

The SBSTA invited Parties to submit … 

The SBSTA and the SBI invited Parties to submit [not yet…]

The SBSTA and the SBI invited Parties to consider …

The SBSTA agreed to consider the report …

The SBSTA requested the secretariat to …

The SBSTA and the SBI requested the secretariat to [not yet…]



The use of verbs in the UNFCCC

Status quo reflecting verbs

The SBSTA continued consideration of …

The SBSTA and the SBI continued …

The SBSTA and the SBI agreed to recognize sth

The SBSTA and the SBI encouraged the continued involvement of 

constituted bodies …

The SBSTA and the SBI agreed to encourage sth



The use of verbs in the UNFCCC

Backward looking verbs

The SBSTA took note of the report …

The SBSTA welcomed the rich exchanges …

The SBSTA and the SBI welcomed …

The SBSTA and the SBI agreed to welcome sth

The SBSTA acknowledged the rich exchange of views…


