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The Convention, the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement

• The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

was created in 1992 and is known as one of 3 „Rio Conventions“

• 197 Parties joined the treaty as a framework for international 

cooperation to combat climate change

• Reference to agriculture in the context of general commitments to 

reducing emissions and adapting to the impacts of climate change, 

with a focus on cooperation

• Decision-making body: The Conference of the Parties (COP)



The Convention, the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement

• The Kyoto Protocol started in 2008

• It legally binds developed country Parties to emission reduction 

targets

• Decision-making body: The Conference of the Parties serving as the 

meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (CMP)



The Convention, the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement

• Since 2015, the Paris Agreement charts a new course in the global 

effort to combat climate change

• It requires all Parties to put forward their best efforts through 

nationally determined contributions (NDCs) and to strengthen 

these efforts in the years ahead. This includes requirements that all 

Parties report regularly on their emissions and on their 

implementation efforts.

• The Paris Agreement entered into force on 4 November 2016, thirty 

days at least 55 Parties to the Convention accounting in total for at 

least 55 % of the total global greenhouse gas emissions ratified

• Decision-making body: The Conference of the Parties serving as the 

meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement (CMA)



Supreme bodies and subsidiary bodies

• Decision-making bodies are the COP, CMP and CMA (supreme 

bodies)

• Technical-level negotiations under subsidiary bodies can only 

adopt conclusions, but not decisions. However, they often prepare 

such decisions. UNFCCC knows 2 permanent subsidiary bodies:

• Subsidiary body for scientific and technological advice 

(SBSTA) deals with scientific knowledge and assessments, 

technologies, know-how, and responds to scientific, technological 

and methodological questions

• Subsidiary body for implementation (SBI) assists the COP in the 

assessment and review of the effective implementation of the 

Convention and its legal instruments
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Constituted bodies under the Convention

• Adaptation Committee (AC)

• Climate Technology Centre & Network (CTCN)

• Consultative Group of Experts on National Communications from 

Parties not included in Annex I to the Convention (CGE)

• Executive Committee of the Warsaw International Mechanism for 

Loss and Damage (WIM Excom)

• Facilitative Working Group of the LCIPP

• Katowice Committee of Experts on Impact of Implementation of 

Response Measures (KCI)

• Least Developed Countries Expert Group (LEG)

• Paris Committee on Capacity-building (PCCB)

• Standing Committee on Finance (SCF)

• Technology Executive Committee (TEC)



Draft rules of Procedure

• Rules of procedure are formal rules for negotiations

• Contained in document FCCC/CP/1996/2 

• The COP has not adopted the “draft Rules of Procedure of the 

Conference of the Parties and its Subsidiary Bodies”. This is 

because the Parties have not been able to agree on draft rule 42, 

which concerns voting. 

• In the meanwhile the COP has decided that the draft rules of 

procedure will continue to be applied, with exception of draft rule 

42. 



Code of Conduct and guidelines for participants

• The Code of Conduct contains detailed information on prohibited 

conduct, complaint and investigation processes as well as possible 

consequences in case of misbehavior.

• Use of cameras and audio/video recording devices by 

participants at sessions of the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change and other meetings and workshops

• UN Security guidelines related to media actions, distribution of 

publicity materials, and use of UN emblem at the UNFCCC 

conferences



Thank you for your attention!

For questions contact:

< dnemitz@unfccc.int >


