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Proposed Annotated Outline of
The ASEAN Regional Guidelines for Promoting Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA) Practices Vol III.
(working ver. 17 September 2021)


RATIONALE (Key points)
· The Volume III of the ASEAN Guidelines on Climate-Smart Agriculture (CSA) is a complementary to the Volume I and II of the Guidelines with the objectives to (1) provide assessment guidelines in prioritizing the CSA practices and (2) suggest principles for the promotion and adoption of CSA among AMS. 
· These practical guides will help the AMS in planning their scaling-out of climate change programs for agriculture, land-use, and rural development. 
· This is to proactively respond to the emerging impacts of climate change on social, environmental, and economic aspects of food security (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 2014)
· Moreover, Volume III adds on to the registry of CSA practices highlighting those implemented at systems-level and were found responsive to the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
· This is in reaction to the ASEAN Recovery Framework’s recognition of CSA as important strategy for assuring food and nutrition security in a rapidly changing environment.  It further contributes to the goals and priorities as defined by the Vision and Strategic Plan for ASEAN Cooperation in Food, Agriculture and Forestry (2016-2025), the ASEAN Multi-Sectoral Framework on Climate Change: Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry towards Food Security and other relevant ASEAN policy frameworks.
· The process of developing the contents of the third volume involved a series of regional consultation workshops, learning events, survey and key-informant-interviews under the guidance of the ASEAN-Climate Resilience Network (CRN) and the ASEAN Technical Working Group for Agricultural and Rural Development (ATWGARD).
· The process is being supported by the project “Climate Smart Land Use in ASEAN” (CSLU), financed by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and implemented by GIZ, with contributions from the Southeast Asian Regional Center for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA).
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CHAPTER I: PARTICIPATORY APPROACH IN PRIORITIZATION OF CSA PRACTICES 

Introduction 
· A systematic approach in prioritizing the known CSA practices is needed for better adaptation and mitigation planning of climate change related programs at scale (Khatri-Chhetri et al. 2017). These known CSA practices could come from the ASEAN Regional Guidelines Vol. I and II and other sources (e.g., Philippine Compendium on CSA, journal publications).
· [bookmark: _Hlk79768155]In this Chapter, a suggested five-step participatory assessment approach to determine CSA preferences among stakeholders was adopted from Khatri-Chhetri et al. (2017) is described. 

Assessment of CSA Interventions
· This tool is used to assess the indicators in relation to the contributions of the CSA practices to the three CSA pillars: (1) determining productivity rate in the absence of biotic/abiotic stress, (2) resilience in the presence of biotic/abiotic stress, and (3) reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) emission rate.  

Assessment of Implementation Feasibility
· This tool is used to assess the indicators in relation to implementation feasibility such as CSA practices’: (1) technical feasibility, (2) fiscal feasibility (e.g., cost of technology), (3) ethical feasibility (e.g., inclusivity), and (4) administrative feasibility (e.g., synergy with government plans). 

Assessment of Adoption Barriers
· This tool is used to assess the indicators in relation to adoption barriers that determine the different external and internal constraints that can affect the level of adoption of farmers and other stakeholders such as (1) availability of resources, (2) access to extension services and market, and (3) awareness and acceptability by farmers. 

Assessment of Incentive Mechanisms
· This tool is used to assess indicators in relation to incentive mechanisms that motivate or encourage farmers and other stakeholders to adopt and replicate the CSA practices such as (1) access to subsidy, (2) access to affordable credit, (3) access to capacity building, and (4) linkage with market. 

Assessment of Key Implementation Players 
· This tool is used to assess indicators in relation to key implementation players that identify the respective roles and responsibilities of the different stakeholders in the dissemination of CSA practices including (1) farmers, (2) youths, (3) peoples’ organization, (4) government, and (5) private sector and others. 

Workshop Methodology to Implement the Approach
· This five-step participatory assessment approach (Arun et al. 2017) is proposed to be implemented as a series of workshops participated by multiple and diverse stakeholders and experts across the food system including academic stakeholders, industry and market stakeholders, farmer representatives, youths, civil society and non-governmental organizations, etc.

For sample presentation related to the content of Chapter I: https://asean-crn.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/20210707_Review-of-ASEAN-Guidelines-on-CSA_Dr.-Romeo-V-Labios_SEARCA.pdf 
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CHAPTER II: FIVE SUGGESTED PRINCIPLES FOR THE PROMOTION AND ADOPTION OF CSA PRACTICES

Introduction
· This chapter covers five principles that could help operationalize the promotion and adoption of CSA practices in Southeast Asia. These were informed through a series of iteration of the Philippine Strategies for Climate-Resilient Agriculture with consultation workshops and expert-discussion. 
· Ideally, these five principles will help in full implementation of promotion and adoption of CSA practices. The five principles are all relevant and can be addressed individually. 

Principle 1: Creating Scales
· Operational Question: To obtain the full benefits of CSA, could this be implemented at large scale (e.g., cluster of farmers in community with a hundred hectares or acres in communities)? (Yes) (No)
· Importance: Having bigger scales of groups of farmers with clustered and consolidated farms under CSA would translate to volume of production leading to better quality produce and higher negotiating powers (e.g., price, access to support services).
· If no, then how to create scales (example activities): 
· Strengthening farmer organizations through education and capacity-building
· Incentivizing cooperatives


Principle 2: Availability and Access to CSA Financing
· Operational Question: Is there available financing for implementation of the CSA Practice? (Yes) (No)
· Importance: Having availability and access to CSA financing at multiple levels (i.e., local to international) would lead to better investments by more stakeholders, addressing multi-dimensional challenges of food, nutrition, livelihood insecurities, and poverty reduction. 
· If no, then how to create availability and access to CSA financing (example activities):
· Institutionalizing financial schemes among government banks and other financial institutions
· Creating special credit facilities or systems by government and private entities
· Operationalizing the ASEAN Guidelines on Promoting Responsible Investment in Food, Agriculture and Forestry and 10 phases in Developing a National Crop Insurance Program Guide across AMSs

Principle 3: Educating Producers and Consumers
· Operational Question: Do producers and consumers have up-to-date information on the CSA practice? (Yes) (No)
· Importance: Having producers who have up-to-date information on CSA practice would cultivate their agri-preneurial skills, climate-ready business mindset, and access to market information while increasing consumers’ informed decisions would influence them towards more sustainable options (e.g., products from CSA). 
· If no, then how to educate producers and consumers (example activities): 
· Enhancing participatory approaches in the out-scaling of community-based CSA practices, focusing on entrepreneurial values and climate science
· Wider digital communication strategies with focus on climate, agriculture, and natural resource management.

Principle 4: Digitalization
· Operational Question: Are there digital infrastructure or platforms that could foster climate-readiness and market competitiveness with the CSA practice? (Yes) (No)
· Importance: Having digital infrastructure platforms that foster climate-readiness and market-competitiveness would catalyze Agric 4.0 with faster, wider-reached, and up-to-date informed producers, consumers, and policymakers/implementors.  
· If no, then how to strengthen digital infrastructure or platforms for climate-readiness and market competitiveness (example activities): 
· Strengthening partnerships and joint programs with private communication service providers
· Operationalizing ASEAN Regional Guidelines on Promoting Digital Technology for Food and Agriculture Sector (upcoming) across AMSs
 
Principle 5: Policy and Governance
· Operational Question: Are there operationalized existing CSA policies for adoption and upscaling at local level? (Yes) (No)
· Importance: Having local and national CSA policies would ensure operationalization and implementation of CSA practices. 
· If no, then how to encourage creation and implementation of local policy and governance (example activities): 
· Strengthening inclusive and participatory policymaking by ensuring active engagement of women, youths, and indigenous peoples (please refer to AMAF’s Approach to Gender Mainstreaming in the Food, Agriculture and Forestry Sectors)
· Enhancing academe-industry-government (AIG) partnerships and collaborations (please refer to ASEAN Public-Private Partnership Regional Framework for Technology Development in the Food, Agriculture and Forestry (FAF))


Monitoring and Evaluation 
· To ensure the implementation of the principles, Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) as system should include a process and would require tools for assessments. It should be defined according to scale, both temporal and- spatial. 
· M&E indicators will be based on the actions required for the implementation of the principles. 
· Other monitoring and evaluation systems for CSA could also be referred including the FAO's " Monitoring and evaluation systems for climate-smart agriculture"
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CHAPTER III: SELECTED SUCCESS STORIES OF CLIMATE SMART AGRICULTURE SYSTEMS-LEVEL APPROACH (CASA)

Introduction 
· This chapter showcases successful CSA Systems-Level Approaches (CASA) defined as “an integrated set of technologies and practices that increase productivity and incomes, enhance the resilience of livelihoods and ecosystems, reduce and remove greenhouse gas emissions across food systems at the community level through multi-stakeholder participation”. 
· These have already been implemented on large scale (at least community-level) and/or integrated into national programs/policies. 
· Complementing the ASEAN Comprehensive Recovery Framework, these CASAs have been found important in responding to the emerging needs rising from the COVID-19 pandemic and other global challenges. 
· These CASAs were selected after a regional survey was disseminated across CSA experts, practitioners, and policy-makers/implementors across AMSs. This was complemented with further inputs from various regional workshops and learning events. 
· Each CASA also represents various forms "systems" (i.e., agro-ecological, food, digital, livestock, and forestry). 
· Each of the following CASA narratives will be co-authored with various AMS partners/collaborators with successful implementation. 
Climate Smart Villages
Technical Description 
Current Status and Facilitating Policies and Programs
Field/Community Operationalization (Scale and Adoption Rate)
How it Addresses the Food System
Contributions to the Three Pillars of CSA 
Contributions to COVID-19 Response
References

Direct Seeded Rice System
Technical Description 
Current Status and Facilitating Policies and Programs
Field/Community Operationalization (Scale and Adoption Rate)
How it Addresses the Food System
Contributions to the Three Pillars of CSA 
Contributions to COVID-19 Response
References

Climate-Smart Mapping and Adaptation Planning
Technical Description 
Current Status and Facilitating Policies and Programs
Field/Community Operationalization (Scale and Adoption Rate)
How it Addresses the Food System
Contributions to the Three Pillars of CSA 
Contributions to COVID-19 Response
References

Low Emission Animal Production System
Technical Description 
Current Status and Facilitating Policies and Programs
Field/Community Operationalization (Scale and Adoption Rate)
How it Addresses the Food System
Contributions to the Three Pillars of CSA 
Contributions to COVID-19 Response
References

Community-Based Forestry Management 
Technical Description 
Current Status and Facilitating Policies and Programs
Field/Community Operationalization (Scale and Adoption Rate)
How it Addresses the Food System
Contributions to the Three Pillars of CSA 
Contributions to COVID-19 Response
References


CHAPTER IV: PARTNERS, COORDINATING, AND IMPLEMENTING INSTITUTIONS FOR CSA ACROSS SCALES

Introduction 
· This chapter describes the roles and responsibilities of various partners, coordinating, and implementing institutions for CSA in Southeast Asia across scales from regional to local. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Advocating for the adoption and scaling up of CASA can be treated as a priority that can be implemented at various scales. It is a shared responsibility that does not involve governments alone but entails the collaborative efforts and cooperation of policymakers and various stakeholders; financial and lending institutions; researchers and the academe; agribusinesses and industries; and civil society.  Engaging and involving them in planning and policymaking will be a significant step in drawing their support and commitment towards a shared goal of implementing CASAs and reaping up their benefits.
2
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