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Disclaimer: This is an unofficial translation and provided for reference only.

The ASEAN Guidelines for Agroforestry Development, 2018.

To find the original version of the guideline please visit the ASEAN Secretariat
website, https://asean.org/ or download at https://asean.org/book/asean-
guidelines-for-agroforestry-development-asean-senior-officials-on-forestry-

2018/.

The translation has been produced with the support of the Climate Smart Land
Use in ASEAN (CSLU) project, funded by the German Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development and implemented by the Deutsche Gesellschaft
fir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ).
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The World Agroforestry Centre is a member of the CGIAR, a global partnership for a food secure future, and a partner of the ASEAN Swiss

Partnership for Social Forestry and Climate Change project.
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Center for International Forestry Research, RECOFTC: The Center for People and Forests, Non-Timber Forest Products-Exchange

Programme, and the Southeast Asian Regional Center for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture.
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3 The Multi-Sectoral Framework on Climate Change was developed under the purview of the ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting on

Agriculture and Forestry, to provide the mechanism for coordinated action to address threats to food security from climate
change. It focuses on the agriculture, fishery and forestry sectors, and aims to pursue a cross-sectoral approach for effective policymaking
and implementation

4 ASEAN Regional Guidelines for Promoting Climate-smart Agricultural Practices; ASEAN Guidelines on Gender; ASEAN Guidelines on

Responsible Investment.
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Support services could include training in various technical aspects of agroforestry, post-harvest techniques, marketing, credit and

financing.
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For example, FAQ’s Sustainable Forest Management Toolbox https://www.fao.org/sustainable-forest-management/toolbox/tools/en/

7

and Land-use Planning

=756

https://www.worldagroforestry.org/output?field_type_tid

for Multiple Environmental Benefits (LUMENS: http://apps.worldagroforestry.org/region/sea/publications/detail?pubID:

and the World Agroforestry Centre’s Toolkits

3447
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FAQ’s Free, Prior and Informed Consent manual: /
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/publications/2016/10/free- prior-and-informed-

8

consent-an-indigenous-peoples-right-and-a-good-practice-for-local-communities-fao/
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A myriad of tools and manuals is available for assessment of tenure rights. See FAQ’s Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible

Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security:
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See ASEAN Regional Guidelines for Promoting Climate-smart Agricultural Practices for examples and framework of cooperation:
http://www.asean.org/wp-content/uploads/images/2015/October/ASEAN-Regional-Guidelines-on-Promoting-

CSA-Practices/ASEAN%20Regional%20Guidelines%200n%20Promoting%20CSA%?20Practices-

endorsed%?2037th%20AMAF.pdf
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Online and other databases of suitable species that suit the local biophysical conditions and stakeholders’ preferences

can be accessed for increased options. For example: Tree Functional and Ecological Databases

https://www.worldagroforestry.org/output/tree-functional-and-ecological-databases
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ANNEX 1 Development of the Guidelines

The idea to develop the ASEAN guidelines for agroforestry development emerged
from numerous discussions since 2015 between partners in the ASEAN-Swiss
Partnership for Social Forestry and Climate Change, ASEAN Working Group on
Social Forestry and the ASEAN Secretariat’s Food, Agriculture and Forestry
Division that coincided, and were prompted by, the adoption of the Vision and
Strategic Plan for ASEAN Cooperation in Food, Agriculture and Forestry 2016-
2025.

Specifically, the Plan identifies agroforestry as one of the action programs to
achieve food security in the face of climate change. While the role and
contribution of agroforestry in these areas is increasingly visible in national
strategies and action plans related to food and nutrition security, climate
change, ‘green’ growth and sustainable development, implementation posed a
challenge because agroforestry did not yet have an institutional home of its own.
Many studies have suggested that beyond farmers’ decision-making and farm-
level challenges, the main barrier has been a lack of clear policy support and
delivery mechanism in ASEAN Member States.

To address this issue, an authoritative, ASEAN- level guidance for agroforestry
was considered necessary to establish the principles and guidelines that could
support the more rapid development of agroforestry policies, programs and
investments.

At the first stakeholder workshop held in Chiang Mai, Thailand in June 2016, it
was agreed that guidelines be developed as inclusively as possible,
encompassing researchers, trainers, educators, planners, practitioners and
policy makers. Furthermore, it was agreed that the guidelines should be
authoritative and active in language and style but without too much detail to
allow for creativity and innovation during implementation. Since June 2017, the
multi-stakeholder process has included key activities, listed below.

1) Stakeholder consultation with approximately 245 participants from ASEAN
Member States, including policy makers, farmers’ groups and
cooperatives, community-based forest management groups, practitioners
and researchers at the 7th ASEAN Working Group on Social Forestry
conference held in Chiang Mai, Thailand, 12-14 June 2017. The
consultation focused on the purpose and general contents of the
guidelines.

2) Presentation and acceptance of the concept note for developing the
guidelines at the 11" ASEAN Working Group on Social Forestry annual
meeting held in Chiang Mai, Thailand, 15 June 2017.

3) Submission of the work plan for developing the guidelines to the ASEAN
Working Group on Social Forestry Secretariat in June 2017.
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4)

5)

6)

8)

9)

Preparation of the ‘zero draft’ outline of the guidelines by ICRAF and FAO
from June to August 2017.

Preparation of the first draft from August to December 2017.

Peer review of the first draft by ASEAN-Swiss Partnership for Social
Forestry and Climate Change partners, ASEAN Secretariat and FAO from
December 2017 to January 2018.

Review of the first draft by agroforestry experts, including Mekong Expert
Group on Agroforestry for Food and Nutrition Security, Sustainable
Agriculture and Land Restoration and the ASEAN Working Group on Social
Forestry focal points, within and outside the region on 26 January 2018.

Preparation of the second draft, January—February 2018.

Review of the second draft by ASEAN sectoral working groups, February-
March 2018.

10) Review of the second draft by ASEAN Working Group on Social Forestry

focal points in February- April 2018.

11) Finalization of the second draft, April-May 2018.

12) Discussion and finalisation at the 12th ASEAN Working Group on Social

Forestry meeting in Da Nang City, Viet Nam, June 2018.
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ANNEX 2: White paper Agroforestry:
contribution to food security and climate
change adaptation and mitigation in
Southeast Asiax

Agroforestry: contribution to food
security and climate-change adaptation
and mitigation in Southeast Asia

WHITE PAPER

Authors: Delia Catacutan, Meine van Noordwijk, Tien Hal Nguyen,
Ingrid Oborn, Agustin R Mercado

Download PDF version from:
httpfwwwavoridagroforestry.org/regionyses)publications/detall 7publ D=4231

ISBN 978-979-3195-95-8

Southeast Asia is going through an economic boom with a 5.7% average growth
rate in GDP and has reportedly achieved the Millennium Development Goal of
reducing by half the number of hungry people. While this is a laudable
achievement, 60 million people (>10% of total population) remain food insecure.
Rapid population growth, coupled with land and forest degradation, may cause
many countries in the region to fail to feed their projected populations in the
future.

12 The Agroforestry white paper highlights the evolving concepts of agroforestry, agroforestry practices
adopted in Southeast Asia, contributions to food security, income, water regulation, climate change adaptation
and mitigation, issues and challenges, policy challenges, and a call for action by ASEAN Member States.
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Climate change is an additional threat to the ‘supply’ dimension of food security.
According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Fourth
Assessment Report, Southeast Asia is expected to be seriously affected by the
adverse impacts of climate change since most economies rely on agriculture and
natural resources.

Agroforestry, the practice of using trees on farms, and the integration of forestry
and agriculture as part of multifunctional landscapes, can provide multiple
economic, social and environmental benefits. In a global comparison, Southeast
Asia had the highest biomass carbon stock (per hectare) on agricultural land of
all regions, with an increasing trend (60 tonnes of carbon per hectare in 2000
and 65 tonnes per hectare in 2010).

Farmers in different parts of the region have been adopting diverse agroforestry
systems and practices, increasing the productivity of farmlands, and helping to
secure food, income and other basic needs. At the same time, the significant
amount of carbon sequestered by trees in agroforestry systems is contributing to
climate-change mitigation, while forests and trees are ‘air conditioners’ cooling
their surroundings by bringing water back into the atmosphere. Yet, wide-scale
agroforestry adoption remains limited due to many obstacles and challenges,
notably, the lack of institutional home and specific policy support for
agroforestry. To realize the potential of agroforestry in achieving food security
and climate- change adaptation and mitigation in Southeast Asia, specific
agroforestry policies and effective delivery mechanisms are necessary.
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ANNEX 3 International Context of the
Guidelines

The guidelines adhere to all legally- and non-legally-binding international
conventions, agreements and treaties as well as global programs and
frameworks that ASEAN Member States have committed to. These include, but
are not limited to, the following.

17 Sustainable Development Goals were adopted by world leaders in
September 2015. Built on the success of the Millennium Development
Goals, the Goals are mobilizing efforts to end all forms of poverty, fight
inequalities and tackle climate change while ensuring that ‘no one is left
behind’.

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) aims
to stabilize greenhouse-gas concentrations in the atmosphere to prevent
dangerous interference to the climate system, without any binding
greenhouse- gas limits or enforcement mechanisms for countries. The
framework outlines how specific international treaties (called protocols or
agreements) may be negotiated to specify further action towards the
objective of the UNFCCC.

The Paris Agreement came out of UNFCCC negotiations, and aims to
bolster global efforts to lower the projected temperature increase to 1.5
°C above pre-industrial levels, increase the ability to adapt, foster climate
resilience and low- emissions development without threatening food
production, and create financial flows that support these aims. Through
Intended Nationally Determined Contributions, countries create actions
consistent with their own national circumstances, capabilities and
priorities.

ConventiononBiologicalDiversity (CBD) outlines the principles governing
the conservation of biological diversity, sustainable use of components
and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of genetic
resources.

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) is a 10-
year strategy (2008- 2018) with the goal of forging a global partnership
to reverse, and prevent, desertification and land degradation and to
mitigate the effects of drought to support poverty reduction and
environmental sustainability. The UNCCD collaborates closely with the
CBD and the UNFCCC to meet the complex challenges, with an integrated
approach and the ‘best possible use’ of natural resources.

The Bonn Challenge is a global effort to restore 150 million hectares of the
world’s deforested and degraded land by 2020 and 350 million hectares
by 2030 to realize existing international commitments, including the CBD
Aichi Target 15, UNFCCC REDD+, and the Rio+20 land degradation
neutrality goal.
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Ramsar Convention on Wetlands is an intergovernmental treaty providing
a framework for national action and cooperation in the conservation and
utilization of wetlands and their resources.

Rio Declaration on Environment and Development details principles that
guide countries in balancing environmental and developmental
considerations in policies and actions.

Code of Conduct of Germplasm Collection and Transfer is a global
voluntary framework that provides for the rational collection and
sustainable use of genetic resources.

International Panel on Forests proposes actions for sustainable forest
management.

Global Plan of Action for the Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of
Plant Genetic Resources is a voluntary global framework that provides for
the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food
and agriculture.

Millennium Declaration and Millennium Development Goals aimed to
uphold human dignity and equity, eradicate poverty, protect the common
environment, support human rights and democracy, promote gender
equality and good governance and form a global partnership for
development.

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015-2030) aims to
achieve substantial reduction of disaster risks and loss of lives, livelihoods
and health. The Framework was adopted at the Third United Nations
World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai, Japan on 18
March 2015.

United Nation strategic plan for forests (2017-2030) (UNSPF) serves as
areference for the forest- related work of the UN system and for fostering
enhanced coherence, collaboration and synergies among UN bodies and
partners towards the following vision and mission, as well as a framework
to enhance the coherence of and guide and focus the work of the
International Arrangement on Forests (IAF) and its components.
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