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Advancing Climate Ambition in the Agrifood Sector
Workshop on NDC 3.0 and COP30 Preparation in Asia-Pacific
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1. BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

The outcomes of COP29 underscored the critical role of the agrifood sector in achieving
global climate goals, as agriculture and food systems contribute significantly to
greenhouse gas emissions and are highly vulnerable to climate impacts. While progress
was made in raising ambition and refining sectoral targets, substantial gaps remain in
mobilizing sufficient finance, operationalizing long-term strategies, and ensuring
accountability. These challenges are particularly relevant for the Asia-Pacific, where
agrifood systems underpin livelihoods, economic stability, and food security.

One of the key takeaways from COP29 was the establishment of a new climate finance
target of $300 billion annually by 2035, aimed at scaling up adaptation, mitigation, and
capacity-building efforts. For agrifood systems, this represents an opportunity to transition
toward resilience, sustainability, and low-emissions practices. However, realizing these
benefits requires overcoming barriers to accessing funds, operationalizing Article 6
mechanisms, and integrating climate-smart agriculture into Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) and aligning with other climate plans.

With the Asia-Pacific region accounting for a significant share of global agricultural
emissions, its success in aligning the agrifood sector with NDC 3.0 is critical. The region
must address challenges like methane emissions, deforestation, soil degradation, and
water scarcity while ensuring inclusive growth and equitable transitions. This workshop will
focus on equipping countries with the tools to enhance the agrifood sector’s contribution to
NDCs and prepare effectively for COP30 negotiations.

This workshop is organized by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO), in collaboration with our esteemed partners: the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), the UN Food Systems Coordination Hub, the NDC Partnership, the
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), and the Mekong Institute (MI) with the ASEAN Climate
Resilience Network (ASEAN-CRN).
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REFLECTIONS ON COP29 OUTCOMES AND THE AGRIFOOD SECTOR:

1. Finance Commitments for Agriculture:

« The new climate finance goal emphasizes funding for
transformative approaches in agrifood systems, including
nature-based solutions, climate-smart agriculture, and
sustainable value chains. Strengthening institutional
capacities to access these funds is crucial.

2. Article 6 for Agrifood Systems:
$‘k » Progress on Article 6 mechanisms provides opportunities for

carbon credits and markets, incentivizing sustainable
agricultural practices. Regional collaboration can unlock
agrifood-focused initiatives within carbon markets.

3. Just Transitions in Agrifood Systems:

-

JTO : « Equitable transitions must address the socioeconomic needs
”Q of farmers and rural communities, ensuring they benefit
@ from climate-smart technologies and practices while

mitigating risks to food security.

4. Adaptation and Resilience in Agriculture:

« The recognition of adaptation as a cornerstone of climate
action highlights the need to strengthen agrifood resilience,
particularly in the face of rising sea levels, water scarcity,
and shifting growing seasons.

This workshop will translate these reflections into actionable strategies, advancing
NDC 3.0 to ensure agrifood systems are central to climate solutions and COP30
preparations.



7 2. OBJECTIVES OF THE WORKSHOP

-F> @ Provide guidance for countries on implementation and
ambition targets for NDC 3.0, and to show harmonized
support to countries on NDC 3.0

Deepen Understanding of Agrifood Contributions to NDC 3.0:
B\ Enhance knowledge of how agrifood systems can drive
S ambition, inclusivity, and transparency in NDCs.

Foster Regional Collaboration: Encourage knowledge sharing
on agrifood-focused challenges and solutions, such as climate-
smart practices and resilience-building measures.

Strengthen Finance and Technology Access for Agriculture
and Food Systems: Identify mechanisms to mobilize resources
and deploy innovative technologies for climate-smart agrifood
systems.

Improve Monitoring and Accountability for Agrifood Systems:
Build capacity to monitor progress in agricultural adaptation
and emissions reduction through robust MRV systems.

Build capacities of the Agrifood Sector in climate negotiations
and Prepare for COP30: Equip Asia-Pacific countries with tools
to integrate agrifood systems into NDCs and COP30 priorities,
including sectoral pathways for mitigation and adaptation




3. WHY IS THIS WORKSHOP NEEDED?

Accelerating Agrifood
NDC 3.0 Implementation

The agrifood sector's transition from
policy to action is critical. This
workshop bridges the gap between
sectoral planning and implementation,
ensuring agrifood systems are reflected
in the NDC 3.0.

Strengthening Climate Ambition
for Agrifood Systems at COP30

COP29 revealed gaps in integrating
agrifood systems into climate action,
particularly in the Asia-Pacific. This
workshop will help refine strategies
to align agrifood systems with global
targets and feed into upcoming
negotiations.

Leveraging Finance and
Technology for Agrifood Systems

Access to climate finance and
technologies, such as methane
reduction in rice paddies or precision
irrigation and adaptation options, is
essential. The workshop will explore
innovative approaches to overcome
barriers in these areas.

4. PROPOSED AGENDA

Day 1-March 5

Afternoon at United Nations
Convention Center

Day 2 - March 6
At workshop venue

Day 3 - March 7
At workshop venue

Laying the Foundation
(converging with previous
workshop participants)

Technical Deep Dives

Regional Collaboration
for NDC 3.0, NAPs and
COP30

Opening Plenary: NDC 3.0
and the Agrifood Sector’s
Role in Asia-Pacific

Role of NAPs and
Resilience Building
Keynote Address: Lessons
from COP29 and Preparing
Agrifood Systems for
COP30

Panel: Aligning Agrifood
Systems with Long-Term
Strategies (LTS)

Session 1: Integrating Agrifood Systems
into NDC 3.0: Pathways and Priorities +
NAPs

Session 2: Mobilizing Climate Finance
and Technology for Sustainable and
Resilient Agrifood Systems

Session 3: Initiative alignment and
complementarities (SCALA and the
NEXT tool, WWF’s Food Forward,
Convergence Initiative, NDC P’s
Navigator, ASEAN CSA projects)
Sesssion 4: Gender and Social Inclusion

» Breakout Groups:
Developing Unified
Regional Approaches
for Agrifood Systems
at COP30

« Knowledge Sharing:
Best Practices in
Climate-Smart
Agriculture

e Closing Plenary:
Crafting Asia-Pacific’s
Agrifood Climate
Roadmap for COP30
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5. EXECTED OUTCOMES

\/- Enhanced understanding of agrifood contributions to NDC 3.0
Y~ and COP30 priorities. What are the next steps.

\/- Avregional action plan for refining and implementing agrifood-
Y focused climate strategies.

\ Strengthened regional collaboration to address agrifood sector
" challenges and opportunities.

\/- Identified finance and technology pathways for climate-smart
Y agriculture.

\/. Aharmonized approach to supporting countries in enhancing
Y contributions of agrifood to NDC 3.0

6. TARGET PARTICIPANTS

This workshop is expected to be attended by approximately 90
participants, including:

Government representatives from agriculture, climate, energy,
and finance ministries

International organizations

Agribusiness leaders and technology innovators

Civil society organizations, farmer groups, and academic experts




